DEC 18 '03 16 = 31 FR IBM RTP LEGftl^ DEPT • 919 254 4330 TO 917038729306 P. 04/08 



Please amend the claims as follows. 

Claim 9 (Amended): A method of publishing a data message from a publisher 
application to a subscriber application via a broken comprising steps of: 

selecting a specific publication point data processing node of the broker 
from amongst a plurality of such publication point data processing nodes, a 
publication point data processing node being an entry point data processing node 
of the broker, auch entry point nod e b e in g wherein at least all but one entry point 
node is followed by a series of other data processing nodes where each node in 
the series carries out a specific data processing operation on the data message , 
where each publication point data processing node of said plurality of publication 
point data processing nodes is followed by a unique series of data processing 
nodes unique to the respective publication point data processing node; and 

communicating with the broker via the selected publication point data 
processing node, in order to publish the data message via the broker, with the 
broker carrying out the data processing operations corresponding to the unique 
series of data processing nodes unique to the selected publication point data 
processing node. 

1 0. (Previously presented): The method of claim 9 wherein a first publication 
point data processing node is followed by a message transformation node and a 
second publication point data processing node is not followed by a message 
transformation node, whereby, when the first publication point data processing 
node is selected, published messages undergo transformation by the message 
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transformation node and when the second publication point data processing 
node is selected, published messages will not undergo transformation by the 
message transformation node. 

1 1 . (Amended): The method of claim 1 0 wherein the publisher application 
selects to oommun i oato with tho brokor via oithor the first or tho oooond 
publication point data processing node depend in g on whether the pub l isher 
app l icationo intends for message transformat i on to tak e plac e on a pub li sh e d 
m e ssag e : se l ecting the first publication point data processing node if message 
transformation is to take place or s ele cting selects the second publication point 
data processing node if message transformation is not to take place. 

12, (Previously presented): A computer program product, stored on a computer 
readable storage medium, for, when run on a computer system, instructing the 
computer system to carry out the method of claim 9. 
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